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 PHONE NUMBERS 

Guard Shackéééé.... 782-3605 or # 9 

Guard Cell Phone ................ 956-532-5832 

Victoria Palms Inn & Suites .....  956-782-3200 

RV Office ééééé  956-782-3253 or # 6 

Restauranté...   782-3256 or 782-3571 or * 3 

Activity Office éé.é  956-782-3263 or # 5 

Another VPR person ...é.* 7 plus site number 

To access your voice mail éééééé. # 1 

First Responders ééééé..   259-3599 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

1. Call 911. Give your name and address: 602 
N.Victoria Rd., your lot # , and ask them to enter at 
the RV gate. Explain you have to hang up and 
call VP Security Guard to tell him an emer-
gency vehicle is on the way. 

2. Call Security Guard, cell phone # 956-532-5832. 
Tell him an emergency vehicle is on the way, and give 
him your name and lot #.  

3.  If possible, turn on your porch light. 

For other night-time emergency needs (not ambu-
lance, fire, police), call the VP Inn & Suites office. 
 

HAZARDOUS WEATHER 
In case of severe or hazardous weather, you may go to the 
washroom, shower buildings by the swimming pools or the 
large laundry. 

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS 

Lynette & John Elstone 
(956) 782-3263 Fax: (956) 782-3289  

PARK MANAGER 
Garry Gibbons  

CELL # 1-956-532-4431 

Thanks from Victoria's Voice Staff 

Gerry Lyddiatt, advertising; Lorraine LeTourneau, edi-
tor and graphics and Jon Dannewald, publisher/writer.  
We thank you the readers, for your constructive criti-
cism of Victoria's Voice. Our role is to put together a 
monthly magazine that describes the many activities in 
our community and to highlight the many forms of en-

tertainment found at Victoria Palms. We endeavor to 
put this information together in a package that is both 
informative and entertaining.  

We cannot guarantee submissions will be printed due 
to missed deadline (20th of each month), lack of 
space, inappropriateness of material, writerõs unwill-
ingness to permit editing, conflict of interest, etc.  

All material sent for inclusion in Victoria's 
Voice must contain a title and the name of the 
writer/author or submitter with a phone num-
ber.  All pictures must be identified so they can 
be returned and they should be accompanied 
with a line or two describing the event 
and identifying the people.  

E-mail victoriavoice@victoriapalms.com or leave 
a note in the Victoria's Voice box on the Information 
Desk.  

Please tell the advertisers you saw their ad  

in Victoria's Voice.  

Victoriaõs Voice 
Publisher/Writer: Jon Dannewald 

Editor: Lorraine LeTourneau 

Advertising Manager: Gerry Lyddiatt 

Email: victoriavoice@victoriapalms.com 

 Support Staff 

Frank Schumacher                    Ann Bisson                                                         

Gloria Lipster                    Lois Dannewald 

Barb Kirk                                  Diane Boyer                                 
Don Lipster 

Regular Contributors 

Columnists:  Paul Burnett, Jon Dannewald 

Puzzles: Richard Turner  

Guess This Car: Phil Klein  

Victoriaõs Voice now available in color on 
www.victoriapalms.com 
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Put these numbers by your phone before an emergency strikes: 

 
My name: ____________________________________________ 
 

My address:  Victoria Palms  Resort, 602 N. Victoria Road, Donna, TX 78537 
 

My lot  number:  _______________________________   

 

My phone number: _____________________________ 

 

Guard Cell Phone: _956-532-5832_            Guard Shack:       # 9  

It seems the older I get, the faster time goes. Here we are with the last issue of 
Victoria's Voice this season. Kudos to the staff of the newsletter for the great job 
they do. Jon, Gerry and Lorraine work awfully hard and put out a fun, informa-
tive and entertaining collage from the various parts of the park. 

And lets not to forget Activities Office. This park is built on activities and John 
and Lynette have certainly got their hands full. They do a great job. Many compli-
ments come in because of the increase of quality entertainment. Next year expect 
more Cruisers, Karaoke and even Dinner Theatre. I have heard rumors of a Vic-
toria Palms Idol contest. We will just have to wait and see what surprises they 
have in store. Another great job; mucho thanks to John and Lynette. 

As the season winds down, we are happy to get to work on next season. Deborah 
and I will be back, with new management in the maintenance area; Ken and Patti 

will be taking over for Roger. Through the years no one has cared more for this park than Roger. He and Nancy have 
given their heart and soul to VP and deserve the thanks of all who enjoy it here. I personally would not be here if it 
were not for the support of these two great friends. 

Carlos will be back managing banquets and the restaurant. What a difference he has made in the performance of the 
staff. Together with Maricela they make a great team. Yes, Mari will be back with all new recipes. 

Speaking of getting better and better, Cecelia has done a superb job as manager of the hotel. She is looking forward to 
renovations and upgrades scheduled for this summer to make the hotel look much better and fresher next season. Also, 
the addition of Jody Lowe as head of hotel maintenance will be seen everywhere. We are lucky to have him here. 

We must not forget Gina and Karen. At the RV office, Karen is on the front lines and provides leadership that is second 
to none. It's not an easy job and requires some tough decisions. She handles everything with a professional attitude and 
is another example of why this is considered one of the great parks in the Valley. Gina has taken on the responsibility of 
data input clerk and is going to be a huge asset to our billing and accounting departments. All in all, it is easy to see why 
things in VP run well. But it is you, residents, volunteers and workcampers, who make this park what it is. You pro-
vide the reason for all of this. Without you, we would be just another trailer park. Mr. Hynes loves it here and invests 
heavily to keep this park looking and performing as the Number One RV Resort in the Valley. Please have a safe and 
wonderful summer and come back next season for an even better time. Thank you and drive safely. 

Garry Gibbons 
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Arturoõs Restaurant 

Excellent Food  ñ  Family Atmosphere  

Dance Floor ñ  Live Music  (5 p.m. to closing)  

Piano Bar ñ  Private Parties  

Private Secured Parking  

One Block from Bridge on Left Side  

Progreso, Mexico  

Tel:  011 -52-899-93-701-27 

 

Over 50 Years of Service 

Another season has come to a 

screeching halt.  I canôt believe 

we go full steam ahead and all 

of a sudden someone pulls the 

plug. 

The Activities Department has 

had a very successful season 

due, in part, to the two wonder-

ful ladies who work in our office.  It is an ex-

tremely busy place in January and February, and I 

must say I have never worked with people who got 

along so well and were so nice with the 

public.  Both Marion and Barb will be 

back next season.  Marion is going to 

work part time, as will Sue Limoges.  

This year, Sue worked for Aubrey and 

Marina while they were away on the 

cruise. 

Have a great summer and we will see 

you in the fall.  Have a safe trip home. 

John & Lynette  

a 

The Illinois Luncheon was held February 20, 2009 at Victoria Palms; 91 residents were in atten-

dance.  Everyone told their name and the location of their main residence. A poem about Illinois 

was read by Shirley Parkinson and Margaret Craig read another called The Little House Behind The 

Big House. 

A wonderful meal was served by the Victoria Palms Restaurant.  The cheerleaders from the Tru-

man Grade School came and gave cheers for Illinois. Prizes were given to each person. 

Thanks to the VOLUNTEERS who helped make this event a wonderful Illinois Day. 

Next year, the Illinois Luncheon will be held February 12, 2010. Please plan to attend and bring a 

white elephant for the drawing. (No Husbands) 

ILLINOIS LUNCHEON 
Margaret Craig 
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VICTORIA PALMS ADVISORY COUNCIL  

The Board is a pro-active representative group of 

residents and guests who act as liaison to Manage-

ment.  Verbal and written suggestions and com-

plaints will be brought forward to enhance 

the  safety, beauty and function of the Resort.   

Members of the management team: 

Stephen and Donna Hynes, Resort owners 

Garry Gibbons, Park Manager 

Lynette & John Elstone,  Activity Directors   

Karen Pike, RV Manager  

Resident members: 

President, Norman Shakespeare  

Vice President, Kriss Anderson  

Secretary, Betty Stewart  

Barb Baumhofer   Duane Goetsch       

Ron Jurgens    Marvin Leer  

Carol McManigal  Marilyn Ruggles 

Don Wiedenfeld  

Suggestions and Comments  

For your convenience there are two suggestion 

boxes in the Resort.  One is located in the lobby at 

the Information Desk, the other in the mail room.  

Please use these boxes to make your concerns, 

suggestions and/or comments known.  All signed 

comments will receive a written response from the 

Board.  Please feel free to contact any or all of the 

above at any time. 

Muchas Gracias and Thank You for a very successful tour sea-

son. Our sincere condolences to those who lost loved ones or had 

friends and relatives injured in the tragic bus accident. Our 

prayers and best wishes go out to them. 

On February 1st, 48 V.P. residents joined us on a wonderful 

Cruise which sailed out of Galveston. We are offering this same 

cruise again on Jan. 17, 2010. The ports of call are Montego Bay, 

Jamaica, Grand Cayman Islands and Cozumel. We have quite a 

few signed up already, but we will still be booking thru the Sum-

mer at a special price. You can call us at (956)376-9785 or (956)

343-3464. 

Have a safe trip home and we look forward to seeing you again 

next season.  Vayan con Dios 

Aubrey and Marina Marina & Aubrey Cheatham  
602 N. Victoria Rd. (MH198) Donna, Texas 78537  

(956) 464 -9638    Cell (956) 343 -3464    

A little girl asked her mother: òHow did the human race appear?ó  The mother answered, 
òGod made Adam and Eve; they had children; and so was all mankind made.ó  Two days 
later the girl asked her father the same question. The father answered, òMany years ago 
there were monkeys from which the human race evolved.ó  The confused girl returned to 
her mother and said, òMum, how is it possible that you told me the human race was created 
by God, and Dad said they developed from monkeys?ó The mother answered, òWell, Dear, it 
is very simple. I told you about my side of the family, and your father told you about his.ò 
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CALL: 968CALL: 968--95599559  

One of the largest in Weslaco  
Over 40 Years Proven Experience  

Insured & LicensedInsured & Licensed   
Resident ial  or CommerciaResident ial  or Commercia ll   

*  Repair Service   *   Drain Lines   *   Gas Line Repair  * 

2112 W. Bus Hwy 83 -  Weslaco  

FARRELLFARRELL   
    Plumbing Inc.  

  21 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

STEVEõS  WASH &  WAX  
             Roof coating & Painting 

RVõs & Mobile Homes 

  Clean All Kinds of Roofs 

956 783-8482  

cell: 956 566-0096 
804 Frontage N. 

Alamo, TX  78516 

ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW                 

      Lynette Elstone       

By the time you read this article, the last Arts & Crafts show will be history.  We had a full 

show this March; this is unusual because some of the regular vendors do not attend the last 

show. 

As I mentioned in last monthôs article, we are losing some longtime vendors to retirement; 

and we are actively seeking replacement vendors.  If you know anyone who would like to be 

a vendor in our show, please ask them to get in touch with me at 956-464-9556 (705-656-

9081 in the summer).  I will be pleased to speak with them. 

Our first craft show of the 2009/2010 season will be held on November 14.  Hope to see you 

then. 

Have a safe trip home. 

VICTORIA  PALMS LADIES GOLF  
Ann Bisson 

"All good things must come to an end." 

I guess this is true, because by the time you read 

this, "organized golf" will be coming to an end for 

another season. 

Our last golf day will be Monday, March 30th. The 

sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. 

Thanks for participating in this weekly activity and 

I'll see you on the golf course in December. 

Have a wonderful summer!  

Thank you so much for all 

your love, care, cards, visits 

and food many of you 

shared with us following my 

surgery. God Bless You All. 

  Florence Grams 
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K-9 
HEADQUARTERS 

PET GROOMING 
BOARDING 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

217 Nebraska  
San Juan, Texas 78589  

956 702-8600 

Open at 8:00 a.m. 
closed Sat. & Sun. 

Serving the valley for over 20 years 

BICYCLE CLUB   
Alan Frank 

We ended February with a great shrimp boil by Chef 

Jon Dannewald. It was held at the Bingo Room on 

February 21, with 72 bikers and spouses enjoying a 

great meal and playing games. Polish Poker using 

pinto beans instead of money was very popular. 

Max Williams managed the ride on February 25, and 

he organized the garbage cleanup on Midway and 

Pike roads on the east side of Victoria Palms. This is 

the second time the Bike Club has cleaned the 

ditches and land adjoining the Park. This year the 

cleanup was followed by a ride for 41 riders to Fat 

Daddyôs for lunch. A good day, thanks Max. 

March 4 found Al Frank leading 32 riders to South 

Padre Island for a 13 mile ride around SPI 

and then a meal of shrimp and fish at Pier 19. March 

11 was the ride to Gustavo Diaz Ordaz in Mexico, by 

way of the hand-drawn ferry at Los Ebanos, Texas. 

32 riders rode about 10 miles around town and had 

lunch at Vallarta Restaurant, mainly shrimp, and 

then went to the bakery for dessert. 

March 18 was a short ride to Tierra Santa Golf Club 

for breakfast, because our Annual Pot Luck, with 

burgers and brats was held at the White House that 

same day. Sixty folks attended. 

I would like to thank Vicki Ogg for all the great arti-

cles sheôs written on the Bike Club rides and social 

functions; Vicki also looks after the books and ac-

counts for the Club. Thanks to Claude and Renee and 

the rest of the gang for videotap-

ing the fun times. Thanks to Carl 

and Kathy for hosting the 

monthly potluck social hours at 

their house. Duane Goetsch de-

serves thanks for his help on the 

cooking outings, making posters 

etc. 

This was a fun year for me, 

meeting people from all over this 

wonderful continent.  If the Lord 

is willing weôll do it again next 

season. Bye for now. Thanks to 

everyone for 2008-2009. Bike Club pictured with Mr. Hynes and the new trailer he bought for the club.  
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SHUFFLEBOARD  
Paul Bourgoin  

On March 10, 11 and 12, 2009, Victoria Palms Resort 
was host to the Russ Jacobsen Over 75 Shuffleboard 
Tournament. During the first day, 33 ladies from dif-
ferent parks in the Valley shuffled three games and 
attempted to be in the top four at the end of a beauti-
ful and warm day. The second day, 74 men competed 
to be in the top four. Again, the beautiful Texas sun 
was present, especially during the two afternoon 

games, making it very hot and humid. 

Unfortunately, on Thursday (the day of the four fi-
nals), the temperature turned cold.  The last game was 
difficult because they had to shuffle in the rain on a 
very wet court surface. The weather also caused many 
regular spectators to stay in the warmth of their 

homes. 

The tournament ended around noon with the distribu-
tion of 8 trophies to the ladies and 8 to the men in two 

different categories: main and consolation. Everybody 
went home satisfied with the unfolding of the tourna-

ment throughout the 3 days. 

Victoria Palms had three winners: Velma McNew 
finished in 2nd place in Ladies Consolation; Dorian 
Ehrhart finished 3rd in Menôs Main; and Harold Rick-
man finished 3rd in Menôs Consolation. Congratula-
tions to our 3 players for their fine shuffling and their 

good sportsmanship. 

Such a tournament would not be possible without the 
help of volunteers. During this last week, 16 persons 
worked outside on the court and directed traffic and 8 
ladies worked in the kitchen serving and cleaning. 
Three people could never do it alone, so Noella, 
Marvin and I want to take this opportunity to thank 
everybody for their great help and cooperation during 

the entire event.  

L - R:  Pauline Matthews (1st consolation ð Fun N Sun) 
Fran Bell (1st main ð Leisure World) 
Velma McNew (2nd consolation ð Victoria Palms)
Lucille Lee (2nd main - Llano Grande) 
June Weis (3rd consolation ð Southern Comfort)
Phyllis McElheney (3rd main - Trophy Gardens) Mary 
Sturges (4th main - Snow to Sun) 
Helen Peace (4th consolation ð Snow to Sun). 

Dorion and Harold with their trophies   

L - R:  Don Fortner (1st main ð Pine to Palm), 
Ron Mortensen (2nd main - Casa Del Valle) 
Allen Boyington (2nd consolation ð Pine to Palm) 
Rene Nitelet (4th main ð Pharr South) 
Harold Rickman (3rd consolation ð Victoria Palms)
Myril Ferguson (4th consolation ð Leisure World)
Clarence Deturk (1st consolation ð Fiesta Village) 
Dorian Ehrhart (3rd main ð Victoria Palms) 

Velma McNew receiving her trophy from 
Ellie Elsen  
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RED-CROWNED PARROTS 
Jon Dannewald 

The Red-crowned parrots pic-

tured in the Thaxterôs yard on 

Victoria Palms Drive are resplen-

dent birds with scalloped green 

feathers accented by crimson 

patches on the wings. They have 

scarlet-capped heads and irides-

cent green faces blushed with 

lilac-blue. The birds are feeding 

on peanuts in the shell that John 

Thaxter has put in the bird feeder. 

Victoria Palms also has a large 

flock of green parakeets that fre-

quent the park but these are 

smaller than the parrots and are 

every bit as noisy. 

The Red-crowned Parrots gather 

and feed in large noisy flocks 

(mornings and evenings being noisiest). These birds 

feed on seeds, fruits, berries, flowers and nectar. They 

often move in a screeching flock from one feeding 

location to another. Letôs say you wanted to watch 

parrots in the wild instead of parrots in a cage. Where 

would you go? Mexico? How about Texas? 

Red-crowned parrots (Amazona viridigenalis) breed in 

the Rio Grande Valley in cities such as Brownsville, 

San Benito, Harlingen, Weslaco, and McAllen. The 

birds are colorful, gregarious, and rather vocal inhabi-

tants of Valley neighborhoods. 

Parrots are certainly mimics, and often mimic calls of 

other wild birds. They have been heard to mimic the 

call of a nearby great kiskadee. But when a caged par-

rot mimics a human and says, "Polly-want-a-cracker," 

it may really be saying, "Parrot-want-a-partner." 

Thatôs because a parrot lives best when living with 

other parrots. This may explain in part how red-

crowned parrots---a popular caged bird --- colonized 

the Rio Grande Valley. 

Illegal trafficking of birds over the last 20 years across 

the Texas-Mexican border brought untold numbers of 

red-crowned parrots into the Valley as caged birds. 

Many escaped or were released 

into the semi-tropical environ-

ment of the Valley, and congre-

gated. But thatôs not the whole 

story. Scores of the Valleyôs Red-

crowneds may have flown across 

the border intentionally. 

The native range of the bird is in 

the lowland forests of north-

eastern Mexico, just 180 miles 

from the Texas border. Red-

crowned parrots are strong 

enough fliers to make the trip. 

After all, they can fly 60 miles 

round trip just going from roost-

ing to feeding sites.  

The birds had plenty of incentives 

to wander up to the Texas border. Their native Mexi-

can forests had drastically declined due to land clear-

ing, and their native fruit trees had been lost to severe 

freezes in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Finally, the 

illicit pet trade that robs baby birds out of the nest had 

decimated parrot populations. 

Twenty years of parrot smuggling and land clearing in 

Mexico may account for the rise of resident Red-

crowned parrots in the Valley. But the question bird 

experts cannot yet answer is whether the majority of 

parrots flew into the Valley on their own or escaped 

from cages along the South Texas border. 

Brad McKinney of the World Birding Center in     

Mission conducted an extensive study of Red-crowned 

parrots in 1995. His research documented 50 to 60 

nesting pairs of the parrots. McKinney says, "There is 

no way one can be certain which individuals in a par-

rot flock are native and which are releasedéalmost all 

Red-crowned parrots look, sound, and behave like the 

native birds in Mexico. I believe some birds are legiti-

mate vagrants from Mexico, with a greater number 

that have some link to the pet trade." 

Two of the 15 parrots the Thaxters counted. 
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MAINTAIN YOUR HEALTHY SMILE FOR A LIFETIME  

www.MustreDentalClinic.com 

¶ Implants 
¶ Crowns 
¶ Root Canals 

¶ Tooth Whitening 
¶ Veneers 
¶ Orthodontics 

¶ Bridge 
¶ Dentures 
¶ General Dentistry 

Servicing Nuevo Progreso and the Rio 
Grande  Valley for over 20 years. 

Dr. Jorge Mustre 
1/2 Block From International Bridge 

Nuevo Progreso,Tamps. Mexico 

011-52-89-993-70373 

Mustre  
dental  

clinic  

LIBRARY NEWS  
Sue Thaxter 

I would like to thank everyone who has worked in 

the library this year; 11 regulars and 3 subs helped 

run the library efficiently. You did keep us busy.  

You have seen a few of changes. Management has 

given us a new puzzle table and furniture which 

we really appreciate.  Most of the VHS tapes will 

be sold or donated to our sister parks since we 

have little call for them. I think only 7 have gone 

out this season. We will be happy to take your 

DVD's to share. 

Any paperbacks, hardbacks, biographies, westerns 

etc. as well as up-to-date medical books (within 

the past few years) will be accepted.  Residents 

would also enjoy new magazines, as long as they 

are not older than 9/08. 

The library will still be open all summer; we have 

many new and different books and puzzles.  We 

have three on the wall, and a few of the artists in 

the park are sharing them with us.  

Have a safe trip, and hurry back.  Eh? 

In a department store, a difficult customer and a very patient clerk were 
having a hard time getting together. Nothing the clerk provided was suit-
able. Finally, the finicky shopper said in annoyance, "Can't you find a 
smarter clerk to serve me?" "No", said the saleswoman, "The smarter clerk 
saw you coming and disappeared." 
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2929 W. Expressway 83 
Weslaco, Texas 

968-8600 
1-866-968-8601 

OPEN  MONDAY - SATURDAY, 10 A.M. TO 7 P.M. 

SUNDAYS 12 NOON TO 5 P.M. 

Welcome back Winter Texans. 

 

  
 

300 S. Border, Weslaco  
In Facilities of Faith Lutheran Church  

Lutheran Church (ELCA ) 

Love of Christ  

956 447 -1337  
www.loveofchrist.net  

Sunday Worship  11:00 a.m.  

Dec. - Apr.  8:00 & 11:00 a.m.  

There is a story behind the picture.  Lawrence does 

an exercise where you stand on your tip toes and make 

turns.  One day, Russ had to fill in for Lawrence.  As a 

joke for Lawrence's return, Russ had all the people in 

the pool do that exercise with their hands up above 

their heads like ballerinas.  Lawrence claimed he was so 

embarrassed; that is why he is hiding under water with 

his hat over his face.  Thus, the group has continued to 

do the exercise "ballerina style."  A little defiant 

of their leader, but all done in fun. 

Cleto Flores Castillo  

Owner  

Monday - Saturday:  9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.  
Sunday:  9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Plaza Mexico S-9 
(4th blk fr bridge,  

L side, across fr 
 Canada Store) 

B. Juarez No. 110 
Nvo. Progreso, Mexico  
Tel. 011 52(899)937-0851 

TEXAS COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY 
An atheist created a case against the upcoming 
Easter and Passover holy days. He hired an attorney 
to bring a discrimination case against Christians, 
Jews and observances of their holy days. The argu-
ment was that it was unfair that atheists had no 
such recognized days. The case was brought before 
a judge. After listening to the passionate presenta-
tion by the lawyer, the judge banged his gavel de-
claring, òCase dismissed!" The lawyer immediately 
stood objecting to the ruling, saying, "Your Honor, 
how can you possibly dismiss this case? The Chris-
tians have Christmas, Easter and others. The Jews 
have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my 
client and all other atheists have no such holidays." 
The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, òBut 
you do. Your client, counsel, is woefully ignorant.ó  
The lawyer said, "Your Honor, we are unaware of 
any special observance or holiday for atheists." The 
judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is April 
Foolõs Day.  Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says in his 
heart, there is no God.' Thus, it is the opinion of this 
court, that if your client says there is no God, then 
he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day.  Court is 
adjourned.ó 
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Phone for Quote 

Senior Discounts  

Free Pick -up From Your Home  

Low Everyday prices 

508 Ash Avenue        
McAllen, TX 

687-7368  
1 877 387-7368 

Accepts Visa/MC at no extra charge  

TEL. MEXICO (011 52 899) 937 -0105  

Av. Benito Juarez con Coahuila 
Local 3-A 

NVO. Progreso, Tam., Mex. 

It appears that a strange new quasi-religious group 
has invaded a South Texas swimming pool at a re-
sort identified only by the initals V.P. 

They meet each weekday morning at 10 AM and 
engage in weird rituals referring to muscles by their 
Latin names. Stretching these muscles evokes 
strange guttural sounds of pain. 

The group seems to communicate by animal calls 
ordinarily identified with frogs, seals and chimpan-
zees. Possibly they started in a place called 
"Charleston". 

Participants seem to be of normal IQ but mathe-
matically challenged being able only to count to 
ten. When called upon for their own ID number, 
some just babble and act confused. They generally 
appear to be placid and docile, but sometimes show 
aggression by splashing water on their authority 
figure, then punching and kicking violently at un-
seen objects under the water. 

Anthropologists have been unable to decipher the 
group rituals, many of which are performed out of 
sight and under water. One antic just defies logic as 

it is standing on tip-toe and pirouetting with arms 
forming a circle over the head. Efforts to photo-
graph this phenomenon have been thwarted by their 
leader. 

It makes no sense, but they indicate a military bear-
ing when they march like wooden soldiers. Seem-
ingly, there is a religious connection, as there are 
references to "Moses", "Hokey Pokey" and "Oh 
Lord". This last item is promoted by a Reverend 
Russ who may or may not be ordained. 

The most frightening thing about these folks is 
when they recite the vowels and then emit cries of 
anguish, reminding an observer of the wild coyote. 
They often hallucinate and revert to their child-
hood, riding imaginary bicycles and calling out to 
mythical characters "Daisy and Harry". 

Losing a member is traumatic accompanied by 
singing something about "Happy Trails" and a flail-
ing of their noodles. Local authorities, including 
the Border Patrol, seem baffled by this loosely or-
ganized group as they appear to disband each 
spring and return to a place called "the Northland". 

GROUP INVADES TEXAS POOL 
Lawrence Strouts 

IN BUSINESS 34 YEARS  

Lilaõs Therapeutic Massage 

Lila Jones 
LVN - RMT - MMP 
Nationally Certified 
Medical Practitioner 

Justin Chandler 
LMT - CMTB 
myotherapy@ 

yahoo.com 

412 East 18th St. 
Weslaco, TX 78596 

956 246-9129 
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PHIL RAN ACROSS THIS AD IN AN OLD NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE. 

CLUES: 

¶ THIS IS A LOWER PRICED VERSION OF ONE OF THE GREAT AMERICAN LUXURY CARS. 

¶ IT HAS V-12 POWER AND VERY MODERN STYLING. 

¶ THIS MODEL HELPED PULL THIS CAR COMPANY OUT OF THE DEPRESSION. 

¶ THIS CAR WAS AN IMMEDIATE HIT.  ALTHOUGH MOST OF THEM WERE EITHER 2-DOOR COUPES OR 4-DOOR 
SEDANS, THE 4-DOOR CONVERTIBLE PICTURED HERE IS A RARITY; ONLY 461 WERE MADE. 

¶ THE V-12 POWER PLANT PROVED TO BE UNRELIABLE. 

AS FOR THE YEAR: 

¶ ORSON WELLS CREATED MASS HYSTERIA WITH HIS WAR OF THE WORLDS RADIO PROGRAM.  PEOPLE ACTUALLY 
THOUGHT WE WERE BEING INVADED BY MARTIANS. 

¶ GERMANY ANNEXES AUSTRIA INTO THE GREATER GERMAN EMPIRE. 

¶ FDR IS IN HIS SECOND TERM IN THE WHITE HOUSE. 

¶ THE WORLD APPEARS IN TURMOIL; WARS  IN CHINA AND SPAIN. 

GUESS THIS CAR  -  Phil Klein 

Answer on p.32 

March 17 was more than just St. Patrick's Day at 

the Cactus Club.  It was the end-of-season Pot- 

Luck Dinner for our Victoria Palms Bid Euchre 

players.  Over 50 park residents enjoyed a large 

array of appetizers, hot dishes, salads and desserts. 

One member even made homemade dinner rolls 

that were very much appreciated. 

Dinner was followed by the second "Annual Bid 

Euchre Awards".  Several "fun" awards were pre-

sented by Pam Phillips. The highest score for the 

year went to Gary Chambers and the most moon-

shots for the year went to Gerry Lyddiatt.  Shirley 

Burns thanked Pam and Bill Phillips for running 

the Bid Euchre each week and Pam in turn thanked 

Shirley for the weekly prizes of Avon Products she  

donated.  Eight games of Bid Euchre were then 

played and enjoyed by all. 

Stan Heinitz offered to run the game for the rest of 

the season, and he will also start it back up in No-

vember.  We have reserved the Cactus Club for 

Tuesday evenings next winter, the 2009/2010 sea-

son.  All members would like to thank the Cactus 

Club for letting us use the room this season; having 

enough room for our fun-loving crowd has made 

playing Bid Euchre much more enjoyable. 

If you didn't play this year, come join us next year 

on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  

Happy Summer and be Careful Driving Home.  

BID EUCHRE  
Pam Phillips 
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PHARMACY  JESSICA   
15 years of service 

Arturo Fuenlabrada Rivera 
Owner 

956 373-5146 

I will continue to serve you 

in my own pharmacy. 

¶ Carpet & Rug Cleaning 

¶ Upholstery & Drapery Cleaning 

¶ Expert Spot & Stain Removal 

¶ Carpet Repair 

¶ Odour Removal 

¶ 24 Hr Emergency Water  
      Extraction Drying 
¶ Home Improvements  
       & Remodeling 

FOR PROFESSIONAL INHOME SERVICE 

CALL 956 686 -2721 

A man walks out to the street and catches a taxi just 
going by. He gets into the taxi, and the cabbie says, 
òPerfect timing. You're just like Frank.ó  
Passenger: òWho?ó 
Cabbie: òFrank Feldman. He's a guy who did everything 
right all the time. Like my coming along when you 
needed a cab, things happened like that to Frank 
Feldman every single time.ó 
Passenger: òThereõs always a cloud over everybody.ó 
Cabbie: òNot Frank Feldman. He was a terrific athlete. 
He could have won the Grand-Slam at tennis. He could 
golf with the pros. He sang like an opera baritone and 
danced like a Broadway star and you should have heard 
him play the piano. He was an amazing guy. He had a 
memory like a computer. He remembered everybody's 
birthday. He knew all about wine, which foods to order 
and which fork to eat them with. He could fix any-
thing. Not like me. I change a fuse, and the whole 
street blacks out. But Frank Feldman, he could do eve-
rything right, never made a mistake.  And he really 
knew how to treat a woman and make her feel good. 
He would never answer her back even if she was in 
the wrong.  His clothing was always immaculate, shoes 
highly polished too. He was the perfect man! He never 
made a mistake. No one could ever measure up to 
Frank Feldman.ó 
Passenger: òAn amazing fellow. How did you meet 
him?ó 
Cabbie: òWell, I never actually met Frank, he died. I 
married his damn widow.ó 
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Coahuila St. #25 1A 
Nuevo Progreso, Mexico 

Half Block from Intl. Bridge 
First street turn left. 

(011-52)899 937 1269  

Veronica Munoz. D.D.S. 
US Cell: (956) 373-1568 

Toll Free: 1 888 279 8715  
New Location, Same Great Dentist  

NEW IMAGE DENTAL CLINIC  

A Texan senior citizen drove his brand new Corvette convertible out of the 
dealership. Taking off down the road, he pushed it to 80 mph, enjoying the 
wind blowing through what little hair he had left. "Amazing," he thought as he 
flew down 281 pushing the pedal even more. 

Looking in his rear view mirror, he saw the State Trooper behind him, blue 
lights flashing and siren blaring. He floored it to 100 mph, then 110, then 120. 
Suddenly he thought, "What am I doing? I'm too old for this," and pulled over 
to await the trooper's arrival. 

Pulling in behind him, the trooper walked up to the Corvette, looked at his 
watch and said, "Sir, my shift ends in 30 minutes. Today is Friday. If you can 
give me a reason for speeding that I've never heard before, I'll let you go."  

The old gentleman paused then said, "Three years ago, my wife ran off with a 
Texas State Trooper. I thought you were bringing her back."  

The season for Morning Exercise and the Fitness 

Center is almost over.  Throughout the winter 

months, an average of fifty individuals participat-

ing in forty-eight sessions enjoyed the morning 

workouts.  Can you believe that!  The highest at-

tendance was seventy-two.  That's about 2400 man

-hours on behalf of the instructor and partici-

pants.  As a carry-over, many individuals have had 

a DVD made to take home so they can continue 

the routine. 

Appreciation goes to those in the group at Morning 

Exercise who took pictures or videos, helped set 

up chairs, counted and other tasks.  They all helped 

in having a successful year. 

Many other individuals took advantage of the Fit-

ness Center.  At times there were people waiting in 

line for the equipment, but eventually everyone 

had access.  Many worked out every day, very 

faithfully. 

Next year the same activities will be made avail-

able. As soon as you are able, we encourage you to 

take advantage of these facilities.  The Lord will-

ing and the creek donôt rise, we will see you then! 

ANOTHER EXERCISE SEASON ENDS AT VICTORI PALMS  
George Brown 
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www.texasspinalsolutions.com 

ñTAPSò is the song a bugler plays 

for a military funeral. 

We have all heard the haunting mel-

ody of "Taps." It's the song that 

gives us that lump in our throats and 

usually, tears in our eyes. But do you 

know the story behind the song? If 

not, I think you will be pleased to 

find out about its humble begin-

nings. 

Reportedly, it all began in 1862 dur-

ing the Civil War, when Union 

Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was 

with his men near Harrison's Land-

ing, Virginia. The Confederate Army 

was on the other side of the narrow 

strip of land. 

During the night, Captain Ellicombe 

heard the moans of a soldier who 

was severely wounded on the field. 

Not knowing if it was a Union or 

Confederate soldier, the Captain de-

cided to risk his life and bring the 

stricken man back for medical atten-

tion. 

Crawling on his stomach through the 

gunfire, the Captain reached the 

stricken soldier and began pulling 

him toward the encampment. When 

the Captain finally reached his own 

lines, he discovered it was actually a 

Confederate soldier, but the soldier 

was dead. The Captain lit a lantern, 

suddenly caught his breath, and went 

numb with shock. In the dim light he 

saw the face of the soldier. It was his 

own son. 

The boy had been studying music in 

the South when the war broke out. 

Without telling his father, the boy 

enlisted in the Confederate Army. 

The following morning, heartbroken, 

the father asked permission to give 

his son a full military burial despite 

his enemy status. His request was 

only partially granted. The Captain 

had asked if he could have a group 

of Army band members play a fu-

neral dirge for his son at the funeral. 

The request was denied since the 

(Continued on page 18) 

TAPS 

Day is done,  
Gone the sun,  

From the lakes,  
From the hills, 
From the sky.  

All is well.  
Safely rest.  
God is nigh. 

 
Fading light, 

Dims the sight, 
And a star, 

Gems the sky, 
Gleaming bright. 

From afar, 
Drawing nigh, 
Falls the night. 

 
Then good night, 
peaceful night, 

till the light  
of the dawn, 

Shineth bright;  
God is near, 
Do not fear, 

Friend, goodnight."  
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Care and Concern  
Our thoughts and prayers are with 

those recovering from illness or injury. 
We wish them a speedy recovery.  

Clark Burns is in assisted living at Edinburg. 

Don Dingle is back home at V.P. recovering. 

Hal Klein is in assisted living at Harlingen. 

Randy Kowaleski from Caledonia, Ontario is 
recovering from injuries suffered in a traffic acci-
dent. 

Jim and Karen Lait of Burlington, Ontario are 
recovering from injuries suffered in a traffic acci-
dent. 

Marge Cichy passed away at Donna Febru-
ary 26, 2009. 

Marilyn Jackson from Vancouver, B.C. 
passed away in a traffic accident. 

Carolyn Kowaleski of Caledonia, Ontario 
passed away in a traffic accident. 

Walt Lovely passed away March 6, 2009 in 
Ames, Iowa 

Joe Wray passed away at McAllen March 7, 
2009  

Final Journeys  
Our thoughts and prayers  

are with those who have lost        
loved ones or friends.  

soldier was a Confederate; but out of respect 

for the father, they did say they could give 

him one musician. 

The Captain chose a bugler. He asked the 

bugler to play a series of musical notes he 

had found on a piece of paper in the pocket 

of the dead youth's uniform. This wish was 

granted. The haunting melody, which we 

now know as ñTapsò used at military funer-

als, was born. 

 

(Continued from page 17) 

What you have just read is the 
internet version of the origin of 
Taps as seen on many sites and 
sent to many folks via e-mails; it 
is a lovely piece of fiction. 

For the historical version of the origin of 

òTapsó written by Jari A. Villanueva, a bugler 

and bugle historian, visit www.tapsbugler.com.   

His website includes a his-

tory of òTapsó, perform-

ance information and 

guidelines for funerals, 

finding buglers for sound-

ing calls, many photos of 

bugles and buglers, music 

for bugle calls as well as stories and myths about 

òTapsó.   He is considered the country's foremost 

authority on the bugle call  òTapsó. 

Another site, http://www.west-point.org/taps/

Taps.html, being West Point itself, is the most offi-

cial of all for the history of  TAPS!  

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves a memory no one can steal.  

~From a headstone in Ireland 


