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Front cover: Sue & John Thaxter (Story on page 48).  As a VP resident, you can submit your sketch, painting, photo or idea for use as a front cover.  Please 

drop it in Victoriaôs Voice tray on the Information desk in the Activity Center Lobby or contact the publisher (Jon: RV #3455, corner of York and Kingston, 

782-3455 or the editor (Lorraine: RV #3332 Sherwood, 783-4237) or preferably, send it via e-mail: victoriavoice@victoriapalms.com 

ADVERTISERSô  INDEX 

Activity Director     5 

Advertisersô Page         57-58 

Advisory Council    6 

Arts & Crafts Show  13 

Bean Baggers   36 

Behind The 8-Ball  20 

Bicycle Club        8 

Bid Euchre    33  

Bocce or Pétancle  43 

Cactus Club News  47 

Cactus Club Musicians         30-32 

Callyôs Condo   10 

Care and Concern           25 

Classifieds   59  

Community Church  25 

Computer Club     41 

Crossword   31 

Cruisers          23-24 

Cryptogram   39 

Curtains for Children  26 

Dance Schedule  12 

Dancing at The Palms  22 

Digital Photography  35 

First Responders Support 14 

Guess This Car   14  

Golf, Ladies   15 

Golf, Men   19 

Health     11 

Library News   28 

Needle Arts   29 

Nightclub Two Step (NEW) 23 

Nursesô Annual Luncheon   9 

Park Managerôs Update     4 

People in the Park      18 & 48  

Recipe Box          50-51 

Rose    16 

Shuffleboard News         54-55 

Seminars   57 

Sewing Room News              36 

Singles    22 

Tour Directors' Column               7  

Victoriaôs Voice in the Making 38 

Websites Worth Visiting  53 

Dometic Recall   56 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

A-1 Homes    36 

Action Car /Truck Rental  13 

Active Mobility Inc.                       45 

Aliciaôs House of Style   26 

American Discount Hearing  42 

Andyôs Propane    49 

Arturo's Restaurant & Bar   5 

BBVA Compass Bank   10 

Books & Miscellaneous   20 

Boots 'N Jeans    34 

Breadeaux Pizza   45  

Bucardo Dental Clinic   23 

Church, Donna Christian  32 

Church, Love of Christ   12  

Church, United Methodist            34 

Clear Design Hearing Aids  16 

Craigôs Furniture    12 

Don-Wes Flea Market         44/ 45  

Doraôs Avon    45 

E & E Sales    45 

Farmerôs Market          20-21 

Farrell Plumbing Inc.   54 

Floresôs Optical    35 

Fritzôs Travel    13 

Garza's Produce   21 

GCR Tire Centers  52 

Gemini Shades   21 

Golf Ala Cart   23 

Hearing Aids Inc.  27 

Itoôs Mechanic Shop  35 

Jacket Man   44 

Jenks Flowers & Gifts  37 

Jones, Galligan, Key, Lozanno    9 

J. R. Walther, M. D.  28 

Judy's Stitchery Nook  53 

Judyôs Latest Fashions  44 

K-9 Headquarters   9 

Lionel's Western Wear  40 

Ltôl Joeôs Tee Shirt Bazaar 44 

McCaleb Funeral Home  37 

Maryôs Hair Salon  32 

Massage, Therapeutic, Lilaôs  38  

Medical Air Services Assn. 26 

Mid Valley Office Supplies 40 

Mustre Dental   11 

New Image Dental  16 

O. K.  Pharmacy  29  

Pest Lab   29 

Peter Piper Pizza  40 

Pharmacy Jessica            15 

Pharmacy Linda                13 

Professional Sales RV  46  

Rainbow International  19 

Ride or Reel Bike Shop  44 

R & N Enterprises  21 

Rover RV   17 

Rudy's Auto Electric  39 

R. V. Service Centre  27 

Sanborn Tours   19 

Shade Shack   45  

Staging Your Home    30 

Steveôs Wash & Wax  54 

Stinnett Jewelry   40 

Sunny Sky Trading  20 

Swenson's R. V.  28 

Swimwear Place  21 

Taste    40 

Texas Spinal Care Centers 17 

Toms Super Deals  33 

TruBoost   30 

U-De-Sign-it   44 

Valley Animal Hospital  28 

Valley Comfort Systems  40 



Victoriaõs Voice - February 2009 

 A publication of Victoria Palms Resort          Donna, Texas                                           3                                           

 PHONE NUMBERS 

Guard Shack .............................. 782-3605 

Guard Cell Phone ................ 956-532-5832 

Victoria Palms Inn & Suites .....  956-782-3200 

RV Office ééééé  956-782-3253 or # 6 

Restaurant ......   782-3256 or 782-3571 or * 3 

Activity Office éé.é  956-782-3263 or # 5 

Another VPR person ...é.* 7 plus site number 

To access your voice mail éééééé. # 1 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

1. Call 911. Give your name and address: 602 
N.Victoria Rd., your lot # , and ask them to enter at 
the RV gate. Explain you have to hang up and 
call VP Security Guard to tell him an emer-
gency vehicle is on the way. 

2. Call Security Guard, cell phone # 956-532-5832. 
Tell him an emergency vehicle is on the way, and give 
him your name and lot #.  

3.  If possible, turn on your porch light. 

For other night-time emergency needs (not ambu-
lance, fire, police), call the VP Inn & Suites office. 
 

HAZARDOUS WEATHER 
In case of severe or hazardous weather, you may go to the 
washroom, shower buildings by the swimming pools or the 
large laundry. 

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS 

Lynette & John Elstone 
(956) 782-3263 Fax: (956) 782-3289  

PARK MANAGER 
Garry Gibbons  

CELL # 1-956-532-4431 

Thanks from Victoria's Voice Staff 
Gerry Lyddiatt; advertising, Lorraine LeTourneau; edi-
tor and graphics, and Jon Dannewald; pub-
lisher/writer, thank you the readers, for your construc-
tive criticism of Victoria's Voice. Our role is to put to-
gether a monthly magazine that describes the many ac-
tivities in our community and to highlight the many 

forms of entertainment found at Victoria Palms. We 
endeavor to put this information together in a package 
that is both informative and entertaining.  

We cannot guarantee submissions will be 
printed due to missed deadline, lack of space, 
inappropriateness of material, writerõs unwill-
ingness to permit editing, conflict of interest, 
etc.  

All material sent for inclusion in Victoria's 
Voice must contain a title and the name of the 
writer/author or submitter with a phone num-
ber.  All pictures must be identified so they can 
be returned and they should be accompanied 
with a line or two describing the event 
and identifying the people.  

E-mail victoriavoice@victoriapalms.com or leave 
a note in the Victoria's Voice box on the Information 
Desk.  

Please tell the advertisers you saw their ad  

in Victoria's Voice.  

Victoriaõs Voice 
Publisher/Writer: Jon Dannewald 

Editor: Lorraine LeTourneau 

Advertising Manager: Gerry Lyddiatt 

Email: victoriavoice@victoriapalms.com 

 Support Staff 

Frank Schumacher                    Ann Bisson                                                         

Gloria Lipster                    Lois Dannewald 

Barb Kirk                                  Diane Boyer                                 
Don Lipster 

Regular Contributors 

Columnists:  Paul Burnett, Jon Dannewald 

Puzzles: Richard Turner  

Guess This Car: Phil Klein  

Victoriaõs Voice now available in color on 
www.victoriapalms.com 
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Put these numbers by your phone before an emergency strikes: 

 
My name: ____________________________________________ 
 

My address:  Victoria Palms  Resort, 602 N. Victoria Road, Donna, TX 78537 
 

My lot  number:  _______________________________   

 

My phone number: _____________________________ 

 

Guard Cell Phone: ______956-532-5832_________ 

We have crossed the timeline from 08 to 09 seamlessly. The years roll 

on and the good life that involves Victoria Palms continues. As I enter 

my third year here at VP I reflect on the park as it evolves. We have 

seen the crowds grow to a point where the streets are full and becoming 
more dangerous. I would like to be able to convince people to slow 

down on bikes, carts and in cars. I would like to be able to convince 

people to not cut corners and to obey the stop and speed limit signs. I 

would like to convince people to walk in the right directions and to not 

congregate in the middle of the street. How, I don't know. When we 

tried reminding people at the gates as they entered, the gate attendants 
were treated very rudely by many. They met with profanity laced ti-

rades from a few. 

I would like to be able to get pet owners to act more responsibly. Most are great picking up after, walk-

ing on shorter leashes, keeping them off others yards. A few are not and could spoil it for all. 

I would love to convince people to leave the fruit trees on other people's lots alone, since there are 

unlimited grapefruits at the hotel for all. Nothing is ruder than to strip the tree of a resident while they 

are not home. 

I would love to have more room for all the activities. I know the bean baggers, dancers, computer-ites, 

card players, shufflers, horseshoer's, sewing folks, karaoke singers, dart throwers and others all deserve 

more room. But where? We would love to have more space. Mr. Hynes has continued pouring money 

into this park to improve things and all have enjoyed these improvements. However, everything takes 

time. Next year should include more upgrades. 

I would just like to say what an honor and privilege it has been to be part of this park. I have been met 

with great warmth and support by a great many people. To all I say thank you for your patience with my 

growth and learning curve in my position. It has been a great 2 years. Thanks. 

Garry Gibbons 
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Hold onto your hats; get ready for 

another busy month. February is 

very exciting.  We have some 

new talent coming, the Style 

Show, another Cruisers Dance, 

the Hawaiian Luau meal and 

show, the Quilt Show, the 50th 

Anniversary celebration and the 

Bobby Layne Orchestra; what a ride!  

By now you have received the response sheets 

we sent asking for your suggestions for the up-

coming season and beyond. If you didnôt receive 

a sheet in your mail box, there are some at the 

information desk and in the mail room. We 

really appreciate your input. Times they are 

achanginô and we better be ready. 

As well as entertainment, Lauraôs 

Jewelry will be here and there is a 

huge Patio Sale on February 28th.  

Also this month, classes for Zip-

per Art and Basket Weaving are 

being offered. As you are aware, 

we are constantly struggling to fit 

everything in and try to accom-

modate everyone (not possible, but we try). 

If you are looking to book the White House for a 

function don't delay, availability is getting less 

and less every day. 

Have a great February. 

John & Lynette  

Arturoõs Restaurant 

Excellent Food  ñ  Family Atmosphere  

Dance Floor ñ  Live Music  (5 p.m. to closing)  

Piano Bar ñ  Private Parties  

Private Secured Parking  

One Block from Bridge on Left Side  

Progreso, Mexico  

Tel:  011 -52-899-93-701-27 

 

Over 50 Years of Service 

 I've got that dreaded furniture disease.  That's when 

your chest is falling into your drawers!  

The best way to predict your future is to create it.  

Travel and Activity information sessions will be held every SECOND & 

FOURTH  MONDAY of each month, 8:30 a.m. in the Small Ballroom, 

for the remainder of the season. Free coffee, cookies and door prizes.   

NEW! 
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VICTORIA PALMS ADVISORY COUNCIL  

The Board is a pro-active representative group of 

residents and guests who act as liaison to Manage-

ment.  Verbal and written suggestions and com-

plaints will be brought forward to enhance 

the  safety, beauty and function of the Resort.   

Members of the management team: 

Stephen and Donna Hynes, Resort owners 

Garry Gibbons, Park Manager 

Lynette & John Elstone,  Activity Directors   

Karen Pike, RV Manager  

Resident members: 

President, Norman Shakespeare  

Vice President, Kriss Anderson  

Secretary, Jean Wiedenfeld 

Duane Goetsch        Myron Grams  

Ron Hampton    Carol Howerton 

Marvin Leer   Carol McManigal 

Marilyn Ruggles  

Suggestions and Comments  

For your convenience there are two suggestion 

boxes in the Resort.  One is located in the lobby at 

the Information Desk, the other in the mail room.  

Please use these boxes to make your concerns, 

suggestions and/or comments known.  All signed 

comments will receive a written response from the 

Board.  Please feel free to contact any or all of the 

above at any time. 

Residentsô Park Meeting 
First & third Monday of each month 

8:30 a.m. in the Ballroom 

BRAIN TEASER:  What common English word is 9 letters long and 
remains a common English word each time you remove a letter from 
it, all the way down to one letter?       (Answer on page 47) 


